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Path from the Delph to ‘New Houses’

Leaflet produced by Hunshelf Parish Council,
supported in partnership by:

A two-hourly bus service (currently No 24)
runs on the route between Barnsley to
Penistone (and then onto Denby Dale).
Contact South Yorkshire PTE Traveline
01709 515151 for details or find timetables
online at www.travelsouthyorkshire.com
There is on-street parking in the village.

Industrial Heritage Walk

Hunshelf

Hunshelf Industrial Heritage Walk
The walk will take you on a tour of the former
major quarrying and industrial sites of Green Moor.
Although mostly filled in there are still some remains
to be seen. The walk is about 3 miles (5 km) long,
mostly on well-marked, good paths and on one road,
and is shown here on a 1905 map. There are some
excellent views, but some fairly steep ascents and
descents, and some paths may be muddy after rain.
Allow 1.5 hours.
1.

Start at the village garden, where there are
information boards about the industrial heritage
of the area. Turn directly left into Delph Mews. Just
opposite was the Delph quarry, where the Rock
Inn formerly stood (the area is currently under
development). Now filled in, this was one of the first
large quarries worked for stone roofing slates and
fine-grained green stone, used widely for Victorian
buildings, such as paving stones around the Houses
of Parliament and Sheffield Town Hall. The low stone
roofed building near the road is Green Moor pump
house, which supplied drinking water to the village
until 1951. It is unusual in that the water is at the
bottom of a 30 foot vertical shaft, followed by a 50
foot tunnel. It is open on Heritage Weekends. Just

Hunshelf Bank was covered in mine shafts, and latterly
piles of coal, burning to make coke. Green Moor
became renown for its high quality sandstone, the
extraction of which reached a peak in the 19th century.
Originally the stone was transported by road to the
canal at Worsborough Basin and later by rail from
Wortley station. There was a ‘Green Moor’ wharf on the
Thames in London.
The parish currently comprises the village of Green
Moor, the hamlet of Snowden Hill, and outlying farms
and homesteads. Although now tranquil, in the 18th
and 19th century it was the site of many industries and
most of its population (1680 people lived in the parish
in 1901) were engaged in mineral extraction, for stone
and ganister, and in metal forging at Fox’s Iron Works,
Tin Mill and Wortley Low and Top Forges. There were
many weirs on the rivers which powered the mills.
The enclosure of most of the land in Hunshelf began in
1810, with the Wortley family getting 38% of the total.
Poorer families lost out as they had little or no land of
their own and they lost their right to the ‘commons’
for grazing. Many would then have gone to work for
others in farms or in the mining of stone, coal and clay.
The parish of Hunshelf is bounded by the River Don in
the north and originally extended down to the Little
Don at Stocksbridge in the south. The confluence of
these two rivers was very important for early settlers,
and an important Mesolithic site has been found at
Deepcar. The name, Hunshelf, suggests that the first
settlers on this land were called Hun. The word ‘shelf’,
spelt ‘scelf’ or ‘scylf’ in old documents means sloping
land or shelf.

Development of the Industries of Hunshelf
beyond it is a rock face, which because of its typical
strata, is a Regionally Important Geological Site
(RIGS). (Note: across the road there is an excellent
view from Ivy Millennium Green garden, of the River
Don and Old Mill Lane.)
2.

3.

Take the left path in front of the walk information
board. Follow the main path, forking left. Soon after
a wooden seat and commemorative stone, fork right
and then right again up a set of steps. Walk towards
a line of houses, keeping the wooded area on your
right. Go through the middle of the two rows of
houses, and after 100 yards turn left by a footpath
sign into the Green Moor cricket field.

from Stocksbridge to Deepcar, along the ganister
and coal galleries. Walk along the bank admiring
the views; on your left the stone bulwark walls
support the edge of the quarry. In the distance can
be seen Wharncliffe Crags, and in front of them is the
Deepcar industrial estate, which was formerly the
J. Grayson Lowood and Company brickworks using
the ganister and White Carr clays.
5.

Continue on the path until the entrance into the
Isle o’Skye quarry, and take the right-bearing path
through gorse and broom, noting a stone stack on
the right, until you reach the summit. Here you will
find a viewpoint with a 360 degree panorama. Go
over the stile here and turn directly left to go along
the bank.

6.

Stone Stacks on the Isle o’Skye
4.

The Pump House, Green Moor

Below you lies the town of Stocksbridge, and the
Tata steelworks. This was formerly the Samuel Fox
Works and has been producing high quality steel
since 1848. Since its inception, it has been the major
employer in the area. All along this bank would have
been pits and mine shafts, from which ganister, clays
and coal were extracted, but little remains today,
much being eradicated by the Stocksbridge bypass.
In 1968 it was still possible to walk underground

The path turns right after crossing a stile. Continue
eastwards with the fence on your right-hand side,
and after 300 yards go through a squeeze stile,
continue along the bank, cross a track, over another
stile and follow the path towards the wood. The path
turns right and then drops steeply left into the trees.
Continue downwards through the wood, eventually
coming to a fishing lake. This was originally the dam
for the Tin Mill, built in 1743, the remains of which
can be seen to the right. Not much is left, but the
goits (water channels) are still visible. Turn left and
walk along the broad path along the pond towards
the bridge and cross the river (note: before reaching
the bridge an interesting small diversion can be
made to the weir nearby, which provided the water
supply to the Tin Mill dam).
Cross the tarmac path, over the stile to the footpath
crossing the field. Turn left at the road and take the
path marked Trans Pennine Trail across the road
junction. Turn left onto the trail. Note the building
on the right which used to be Wortley station on
the Manchester Sheffield and Lincolnshire railway,
which closed in 1981.
Stone from the Green Moor quarries was brought to
a saw mill next to the station and then transported
from here by rail. Take the left footpath before
the bridge and walk along the track to the row of
houses called Chemistry Cottages, so named due
to the production of an acid used to scour iron wire,
and also the site where serum for the first smallpox
innoculations as made by Lady Mary WortleyMontagu around 1721. Turn left along the river after

the cottages. Wortley
Top Forge is on the
opposite bank. It is
open to visitors on
Sundays (from Easter
to November), Bank
Holidays and special
occasions. At the end
of the track turn right,
cross over the bridge
and then turn left to
go up Well Hill.
7.

access this by monkey poles, lengths of timber
with iron rods knocked through. In the late 1920s
the road you are on collapsed into it and had to be
extensively rebuilt.

The second house
on your left, Quarry
Cottage, used to be a
religious meeting house, known as the Tabernacle.
Just past this, the wood on your left was the site of
the New Biggin quarry. This had the best quality
bluish-green fine-grained sandstone and was
the last to close in 1936. However it was very near
the river, and constantly flooded. Workers would

8.

On your right was Victoria Quarry, a very large quarry
extending from the road to the river. A stone sawmill
(now a private house) was sited in the quarry, after
being moved from Wortley Station. In 1896 there
were 18 men working in the quarry and 38 outside.
As with all of the Green Moor quarries, these two
have been mostly filled in, but some stone stacks
remain from the last days of quarrying.

9.

Continue up the hill. The next house on your
left (Ivy Cottages) was the Well Hill Branch of the
Stocksbridge and District Co-operative Society,
opened in 1861 (presumably because of the large
numbers of quarry workers) and closed in 1872. The
track by Ivy Cottages leads to Rocher Quarry.

This was the home
of Benjamin Brodie
Booth, the last owner
of the Green Moor
quarrying operation.
Further up on the
left is Pond Cottage,
formerly the Travellers
Rest Public House and
beyond this group of
buildings, called Office
Fold, were the offices
for the quarries.

Benjamin Brodie Booth
11. You are now are back
at the start. The one major quarry not covered by
the walk, is California (believed to be so named since
it opened around the time of that gold rush). The
trackway leading to this can be seen from the road
by the bus shelter in the centre of the village.

10. Continue up the hill and at the next footpath sign,
the house, set back from the road is ‘Plashwood’.

Hunshelf

Victoria Quarry

Industrial Heritage Walk
Wortley Top Forge

8

7

9
Green Moor village garden

10
1
2

‘New Houses’

Wortley Low Forge

3

6

4
5

Fox’s Steel Works
New Biggin Quarry

Overlooking Wharncliffe Crags

